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HUNTINGTON’S POSTHUMOUS WORK. 
It is possible that some of our readers may not be 
sequainted with the circumstance of Mr. Hunting- 
ton’s publication. Joseph Huntington, D. D., was 
for many years minister of the First Church in 
Coventry, (Conn.) He passed through life for a 
Presbyterian. A volume of 331 pages has been 
published, which, at his death, was left in man- 
uscript. It is now about 27 years since Mr. 
Huntington’s death, and the publishing his work. 
It is common to consider Mr. H.’s book, entitled 
“ Calvinism improved ; or the gospel illustrated as 
a system of real grace, issuing in the Salvation of 
all men,” as containing the doctrine of Universal 
Salvation, and the evidences and explanations of 
the same. It should, however, be understood, that 
Mr. H. preached, on his own confession, a doctrine 
he could not understand, for about twenty years. 
And that he preached this unmeaning and contra- 
dictory Calvinistic Presbyterianism, when he be- 
Heved in the salvation of all men, but had neither 
honesty nor courage to avow it! This circum- 
stance is sufficient to prove that something was 
wanting. We believe, that, however he might be 
convinced of the truth of God’s love to all, instead 
of a part, he never saw with that clearness, which, 
in his opinion, would warrant him in publicly avow- 
ing and defending the doctrine. The title, “ Cal- 
vtnism improved,” brings to recollection the decla- 
ration of Pope’s servant; who, irritated at the petu- 
lance of his master, and hearing him repeat his oft 
made declaration, “ God mend ine,” rejoined, “ It 
would be more work to mend you, than to make a 
new one!” 

“Calvinism wnproved..—Why, you might im- 
prove upon it for ages, and it would be Calvinisin 
still! The poison of its origin would lurk, insidi- 
ously, in the mass, and corrupt, by its pestiferous 
influence, every truth which should thus barbarous- 
ly be assimilated with it. Remember this—The 
calling crooked straight, will never make it so. 
The crooked stick may partially be hidden from 
view, by covering it with straight ones, but it will 
retain its primeval ugliness! Just so with Calvin- 
ism. It is the very essence of error; and contains, 
in its fundamental principles, all that is outrageously 
perversive of reason, revelation, and common sense! 
We make these few remarks, feeling justified in so 
doing, by the fact of Mr. Huntington’s unsuccessful 
experiment. He “tried hard.” T'wenty years 
were consumed in the exertion, and “ Calvinism 
improved” came into the world with the very 
crooks it received from its old progenitor. The 
following extract is what Mr. H. called Calvinism 





improved,” and contains in brief, as the reader will 
see, his “ Two great doctrines.’ Our remarks, 
pointing out the crooks, will follow in a subsequent 
Number. 

“A TREATISE ON UNIVERSAL SALVATION 

“ The Sacred Scriptures, or the two testaments, 
are certainly the very dictates of God to man, on the 
most interesting matters. God hath spoken as be- 
came himself to speak, things most important to the 
human kind ; and things in the most perfect con- 
sistency, through the whole of divine revelation 
The great design of it is, that the Divine Being and 
character may be manifested, in the clearest possible 
manner, for the display of his own glory ; and man- 
kind guided thereby to the true end of their exist 
ence, even the knowledge and enjoyment of God, 
the Supreme and consummate Good. The duty 
and happiness of man are inseparably united in the 
sagred oracles. 

It is of the utmost importance to the comfort of 
inan, to have his mind open, and unbiassed with re- 
gard to the truth, heartily engaged to find the very 
truth, and embrace it with supreme love, for its own 
sake. This is “a good and honest heart.” This is 
“receiving truth in the love of it.” Alas! how 
hard an attainment for man in his present state! 

Now any man that can read the word of God 
with open candour, will see, that there are two cape 
ital points of instruction running through the whole 
of it, as things to be believed; and that every 
where virtue, or holiness of heart and life, is enjoin- 
ed upon us, as matter of practice, enforced with the 
strongest reasons and motives. 

The two great doctrines we are taught to believe, 
are, First, What it is just and right for God to do 
with us, considered in our own personal character, 
and desert. his I shall call the pure voice of jus- 
tice to man, without regard to an atonement, or a 
Mediator. Secondly. What God will in fact do 
with mawkind, as united to a Mediator, and ove with 
him by divine constitution, in a federal sense: or, 
how, in very deed, God hath promised to deal with 
man, in that union with the second Adam: what 
his condition shall certainly, be, in this life, and the 
life to come. ThisI call pure gospel; or tidings 
from God, which never could have been known but 
by his own revelation. 

It will also appear, that these two capital points 
are, throughout the whole Bible, kept in constant 
view, running side by side, in open sight, from the 
beginning to the close of the sacred oracles. These 
points are very different from each other, yea, di- 
rectly opposite, except only as harmonizing in 
Christ. which is the most wonderful mystery ef the 
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zospel, and the grand distinguishing doctrine of di- 


ine revelation. 

Take a few instances of this direct opposition of 
sentiment, if literally understood, ia an immediate 
ard to a Media- 


an atonement, or a federal constitution.—* In 


ind direct import, without any reg 
tur, 
the day thou eatest thereof, thou shalt surely die.” 
* And all the days that Adam lived were nine hun- 


‘ 


dred and thirty years.” “ Every man shall die for 


hisown sins.” * Christ died for our sins, according 
to the Scriptures.” “ God will by no means cleat 
“T, even I, am he that blotteth out 
The reader that is 


well acquainted with the book of divine revelation, 


the guilty.” 


your sins, for mine own sake. 


will think of thousands of plain assertions, as much 
to the purpose as these; and every fair reasoner 
will own that words and ideas cannot be set in more 
full opposition, if taken in one and the same, plain, 
immediate, literal sense. Yet we find not the least 


difficulty in reconciling all these with each other, 


and with the truth, when we bring them into one 


proper analogy: we easily see one harmonious, 
perfectly consistent scheme, running through the 
whole. 

But it will abundantly appear in the sequel, that 
we must keep our ear open to the voice of pure jus- 
tice to man, as he deserves out of Christ; also to 
the voice annotncing what shall in’ very deed, 
through infinite grace, take place with respect to 
man in Christ: or it will be wholly in vain for all 
the wit, and art in the world, to make any thing 
better of the Holy Scriptures, than along, solemn 
series of the most palpable contradictions. I have, 
with the utmost caution, and deepest attention, long 
consulted the sacred oracles; and, perhaps, all of 
essential consequence, that has been written on 
them, since the Christian era, in vaiious languages : 
and I freely confess that, without the clue, just na- 
med, | must set down in deism: but with it, the 
whole book of God, how true! how beautiful! how 
glorious ! 

The whole Word of God centres ta Christ, and 
is sealed in his blood; the law and gospel, other- 
wise opposite, are brought into perfect union; 
righteousness and peace embrace each other ; and 
this display shines, in perpetual and glorious sym- 
metry, through the Old and New Testaments. 

But now, to resume the capital argument alread) 
alluded to. 

We begin with the first threatening ever denoun- 
ced against man, on condition of his rebellion, Gen. 
i. “Inthe day that thou eatest thereof, thou shalt 
surely die.” I believe the more common eonstruc- 
tion of this commination, by Protestant divines, is 
right, viz. that total death, temporal and spiritual, 
was to take place on all human nature, on that very 
day ; and eternal death then begin, and be confirm- 
ed and made sure to all human nature, without the 
least intimation of remedy or relief, to endless dura- 
tion. I fully believe this construction is just, and 
abundantly supported in the Holy Scriptures. 

However, as I am acquainted with many learned 
and ingenious criticisms on the words, needless 
here to remark upon, [ will take a construction in 





which all agree as far as it extends ; and which y\) 


ll 


answer what I am now aiming at, as well as tha 


It is 


eertainly true, as far as it goes; though | suppose j: 


which is more agreeable to my own mind, 


does not contain the whole truth. “ Inthe day 
eatest thereof, thou shalt surely die.” Let the sens 
be allowed as in the paraphrase: viz. “In the d 
thou eatest of the forbidden fruit, thou shalt beeo; 
mortal, even thou, Adam, and all human naty, 
thee. Thy soul also, shall sustain oy; 
damage and unhappiness, that is, spiritual death, | 


now in 


some awful degree, without the least ground of ho) 
that the case shal! every become any better with th: 
(with the human kind.) to endless duration. Be 

nothing better tha; 


sured of no felicity for thee; 


sorrow and wo: or, 


at the utmost, no greater relic: 
than extinction of being.” TF grant this explanatio, 
of the words, at present, for two reasons ; the one is, 
it is certainly true as far as it extends, though it by 
no means comprehends the whole: and the othe: 
is, because all that regard the word of God, will a 
quiesce init thus far, while most will carry it muel 
farther. It will plainly appear, that whether thi 

or the more common idea be taken from the words 
it will have one and the same aspect, in support ot 
the following argument: inasmuch as there can | 

nothing plainer than that the threatening never did 
fully take place, on mere man, in his own person 
and never will: and that God never designed it a 
the voice of certain fact, on mere man; but as th 
voice of pure justice alone. 

I hope that I cannot be misunderstood, in thy 
use of these plirases, “ the voice of justice, and “ the 
voice of fact ;” or, “ language of law, and language 
of gospel,” with respect to man: or, “ what ought 
in justice lo be done, and what, in God's sovereign 
mercy, harmonizing with justice, shall be done.” | 
can think of no terms more accurate, and I find 
distinction frequent among civilians and divin 
viz. “De jure, and de facto,” which distinction ha 
been found necessary in many cases ; and is, as will 
appear throughout the whole of this essay, quite e: 
sential to a right understanding of divine revela 
tion, or even maintaining it with any possible con- 
sistency. 
that the threatening di 
take place on the day of the rebellion, in full, ac- 


Now, if any will sav, 
cording to the plain sense in which God made Adam 
to understand him, when he uttered the words; 0 
agreeable to pure justice in the law alone, or cver 
will take place, on mere mankind personally, 01 


yt 


just as Adam expected ; their minds are, at present, 
not in a condition to be reasoned with. God had 

most glorious and merciful reserve in his own min 
on the preconcerted plan of eternal, r 
wisdom and love, which he did not communicate to 


j 


>deemin 


man when he placed him under his holy law: : 

which he did begin to intimate “ in the cool of thr 
day,” at the very time when Adam expected th: 
full threatening would have taken place. Ther 
was no other possible way for God to have suspené- 
ed the immediate execution of it, consistent wit! 
his own most holy nature and character. He had 
provided a way, in which all he had said, mig/* 
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vod certainly would be verified on man in a vicar, a 
substitute, a second Adam, or covenant Head, in due 
time to be dignified by personal union with the 
eternal Logos, or Woro. That, on him, the whole 
weight of the curse should fall, vindicating the truth 
of Deity in threatening, though never executed on 
mere man, as Adam expected, and as the plain 
voice of justice denounced; which Adam then 
thought was inseparable from the roice of fact ; ha- 
ving not the least intimation, when he was placed 
inder the holy law, that there could ever be any 
separation of pure justice from very fact, with re- 
gard to man: nor would any man, or any angel ever 
have thought of such a distinction ; or any possible 
way to make it, consistent with the immutable truth 
it God, if God himself had net contrived and re- 
vealed it. Here we have the two grand pillars of 
divine revelation. God displayed in an absolute 
character, without any intimation of a Mediator ; 
this is moral law, and all-glorious. And God dis- 
played to man in a Mediator; this is gospel, pure 
gospel, and exceedeth im glory. 

In a right understanding of these grand points, we 
ure led into a harmonious, and consistent view of 
the whole word of God. We find the law and the 
zospel displayed, side by side, through the whole. 
The law every where sounds with awful terror in 
.ccents of pure justice, towards man, without a Sa- 

iour. The gospel is all mere news, and good news, 
“lad tidings, through a Mediator, which man would 
never have heard or thought of, if God had not 
made the proclamation. The moral law every 
where speaks to man in his own personal character ; 
the gospel in that of the Messiah. The law tells 
what man in justice deserves, in his own personal 
haracter ; the gospel, what the Son of man, the 
Son of God deserves, and that he is by Divine con- 
stitution, “a covenant for the people, and God’s 
salvation to the ends of the earth ;’’ and that the 
Head of every man is Christ. ‘This intimation be- 
gan on the day of the rebellion, and at that time 
was but dark, and for wise reasons, which will ap- 
pear in the sequel. 

The Divine law, enjoining perfect obedience, on 
pain of endless misery, runs through the whole of 
jivine revelation, from beginning to end; and so 
does the gospel, exhibiting a salvation fully tanta- 
mount. ‘There is as much of the gospel in the Old 
Testament as in the New ; and as much of the law 
in the New Testament as in the Old. The latter 
dispensation hath the whole substance of the for- 
mer, and nothing for the matier of it new: the 
former hath, in like manner, the whole of the latter, 
and nothing for substance has ever been done away, 
or ever will be, until the mystery of God shall be 
finished. The New Testament is only a new edi- 
tion of the Old, in much greater clearness.” 

— 
FOR THE GOSPEL HERALD. 
Little Falls, March 21, 1823.’ 
TO THE REV. S. P. BURRETT. 

Dear Sir,—I \ast evening attended the lecture 

delivered by you, in this place, from Luke xviii. 


upon me, (although they were indirect,) I have 
deemed it proper to give the public some of the 
most prominent features of the offspring of your 
virulence. The man, Sir, who is clothed in the 
sacerdotal robe, and ministers at the allar of Gon, 
should imitate the example of Jesus, and obey his 
precepts. Instead of the ferocity of the tygress, he 
should possess the innocent and harmless disposi 
tion of the lamb. Your conduct and preaching, ov 
the oceasion to which I allude, presents alinost eve 
ry character but that of the mild, humble, meek, 
charitable and dehberate deportment of the Christ 
ian. Leaving you in the enjoyment of all the con- 
solation vou can derive from candid reflection upon 
the subject, I proceed to an investigation of some 
particular points of doctrine, which you so happily 
assuined. 

The first particular to which T ask your attention, 
is aremark which you made, while addressing the 
throne of grace. You told the Almighty, that if he 
should mark our transgressions, and reward our im 
quitous conduct, we should be consigned to the 
flames of an endless hell, and that never-ending 
damnation would be our just portion, I know, Sir, 
that this is very common among professed preach- 
ers of the gospel. But I conceive it to be the height 
of absurdity. If God would deal justly in damning 
us to all eternity, he would deal unjustly in saving 
any of us; therefore, if your position be correct, 
endless wretchedness must be the condition of every 
individual of the human family. God will deal 
justly with all, and this complimentary way of tax- 
ing Deity with injustice, is a gross violation of the 
rules of sound sense and moral propriety. Let this 
species of modern etiquette receive its just and im- 
mediate doom, be consigned to the vortex of obli- 
vion, and Gop, the all-wise Creator, be exalted for 
the inflexibility of his justice. 

You asserted that the devil had sent his emissary 
into this village, that he was always engaged in sup- 
pressing awakenings; that he used a great deal of 
att in address, and that he generally succeeded in 
deluding the multitude. I do not pretend to give 
your very words, but I give your exact meaning.— 
In saying that the devil had an emissary in the vil- 
lage, you virtually said, that I was the devil’s preach- 
er. This was evidently your object. Every hearer, 
I presume, understood you. You are not the first, 
Sir, that has cast this odium upon the Universalists. 
A Mr. Haynes has given the devil the same charac- 
ter that you gave him, and cast the same imputation 
upon the believers in Universal Salvation. At some 
future day, Sir, Mr. H. will have the character as- 
signed him that he justly merits ; and when an en- 
lightened posterity erect a monument to consecrate 
his unchristian conduct, they may condescend to 
notice you, and jnscribe upon the same stone your 
wonderful dexterity in imitating your coloured co- 
adjutor. lt, Sir, | am, as you say, the devil's 
preacher, the devil is a greater fool than you pretend 
to make him. I ask your attention to this subject a 
moment. Now, Sir, I preach that the devil will be 
totally destroyed. What do you ,ceach? You 





JI—43, inclusive. In consequence of your attacks 








preach that he will not be destroyed. You preach 
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that he will exist as long as God exists; that he has 
waged war against Deity, and will timallvy have a 
great part of the human family for his endless sub- 
jects. Here then isthe difference. I preach his 
entire destruction, and you do not. I preach that 
he must and will be destroyed by God, and you 
preach that he must and shall exist throughout the 
If the devil knows as 
much as you say he does, if he is as cunning and 


wasteless ages of eternity. 


intriguing as vou make hun, if he has chosen me 
to preach his doctrine, as you say, and if he is nota 
great fool, I shall soon receive a supercedeas, and 
you, the advocate for his kingdom’s continuance, 
doubtless will be appointed in my stead. 

You quoted the words, “He that believeth not 
shall be damned,” 
of endless misery ; and in a triumphant tone re- 
marked, “ This inevitably fixes the fate of the un- 
Yes,” said you, “the unbeliever must be 
Why, Sir? “ Because,” vou 
mswer, “God has threatened it.” Where, pray ? 
“In the words quoted.” I will admit it, for the 
sake God then has threatened the 
unbeliever with endless misery? Yes. Who are 
2 Was you ever an unbeliever, Sir ? 
Are you now a believ- 


to support the favourite doctrine 


believer. 


endlessly damned.” 


of argument. 
unbelievers 
Yes, must be your answer. 
? Undoubtedly. Do you expect to be endlessly 
suiserable 2 You will say, No. If you are not to 
be endlessly miserable, it clearly follows, that God 


r 


never threatened you with endless misery, or that 
his threatenings are not true. It will not alter the 
case to say, that God has changed you from unbelief 
to faith. 
soul, I can, by the same process, save other unbe- 
lievers. Once more, If God has threatened the 
unbeliever with endless damnation, and you have 
ever been an unbeliever, how can you be saved? If 
you answer, that God will save you, J ask, Will he 
save others? Iftothis you say, No, I again ask, If 
he does not, will he not be a partial God? The 
apostle says, “* God hath concluded them all in un- 
delicf, that (What ? That he might damn them all, 
to all eternity ? No.) he might have mercy (recollect 
this,) upon (Who? How many? A few? No.) anu.” 
Rom. xi. 32, Again, you declared, that God had 
« decreed the damnation of the unbeliever.” If this 
be true, Sir, has he not decreed the unbelief of the 
hardened wretch, as you called him? And if God 
has decreed the unbelief of the unbeliever, and, 
withal, his endless damnation, will you be so good 
as to tell who will be to blame, if the unbeliever is 
not saved? I was very much surprised to hear you 
tell your hearers that Ged had suspended the salva- 
tion of man upon faith and repentance ; and at the 
same time declare, that he had decreed the damna- 
tion of a part of the human family. Now, Sir, you 
are offering salvation to those, whom God has de- 
termined to damn. Do you think you can revoke 
the decrees of an immutable God? It may answer 
tor you, who are Calvinists, to daub and gild your 
doctrine of “ deerees,” of “election and reproba- 
tion,” with the .Jrminian idea, but it would not do 
fer others. 

I was astonished to heas you assert, that the des- 


[f you, by this process, can save your own 





———— a eens _—— 


tiny of every umpenitent sinner in your congre zation 
was trrevocably fixed, and that they were destined 
by God to endure the burnings of a quenchiess hy+!), 
and endless death. You supposed that you had 
some impenitent sinners present. Suppose, then, 
that yoi considered myself one of your impenitent 

Should I go to you to-day, and tell you that I hag 
renounced Universalism, concluded to preach the 
Presbyterian doctrine, abandoned my former opin. 
ions of God’s saving power, and had repented ; you, 
Sir, would ensure my salvation, and give me a ver- 
bal passport to heaven. You would extend this 
subject, and embrace every one that would conform 
to your directions, profess a belief in your hypothe 

sis, and walk in the path of duty you should see fit 
to mark out. I mention this inconsistency for the 
purpose of enabling you to correct your mode of 
as also to Warn every person against be- 


preaching, 


lieving every thing they hear, unsupported by eyi- 


dence. 

I now come to a subject which does not imme 
diately concern me, but one of a very singular na- 
ture. You, in amount, declared this village to 
the pantheon of iniquity. Should a man of influ 
ence, of high respectability, cast such an imputation 
upon the inhabitants of this village, it would not, | 
assure you, pass entirely unnoticed. You may pre- 
tend to have an exclusive right to anathematize the 
inhabitants of this place, and blight the tender plant 
of character with the poison of the upas. If you 
think proper, Sir, to hurl your shafts of vengeance: 
at the characters of vour fellow-citizens, you can d 
it; but, be careful, while you are concerting mea 
sures to destroy the respectability of this village, 
abroad, by vour missionary labours, not to injure 
yourself. What opinion would a stranger form ot 
this place, by reading your production, first publish 
ed in the “ Utica Christian Repository ?’ = You 
unfair representation of the moral character of tls 
place, has furnished you, already, a pillow of thorns 
Of the inhabitants of this village, generally, I can 
say, that I have received many evidences of aftec- 
tion and kindness; and I know of nothing that 
would warrant me in saying that the place does nof 
sustain a moral character, highly respectable. 

I assure you, Sir, that I wish you the enjoyment 
of every blessing and comfort in well-doing. | 
hope God, in the amplitude of his goodness, will 
feed you with bread temporal and spiritual, in time, 
conduct you safely through the vicissitudes of life, 
support you while travelling through the dark valley 
of the shadow of death, and finally waft your soul to 
the regions of immortal glory, where you will bloom 
in never-dying verdure, and chant the praise of @ 
beneficent Deity. I pray God to clothe you with 
the robe of divine charity, to fill you with brotherly 
love, and cause you to abandon the practice ot 
anathematizing those who may be so unfortunate 
as to differ with you, concerning the extent of God's 
salvation. Respectfully, yours, 

GEORGE B. 
aii 

“Watch ye, stand fast in the faith, quit you like 
men, be strong.” Pavt 


LISHER, 
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YOUNG’S LETTERS. 
Universalism & Calvinism Contrasted. 
LETTER III. 

(Continued from page 364.) 
°O A FRIEND. 

Having contrasted the tenets and doctrines of 
these two different denominations of Christians, let 
us also contrast the obvious tendencies of their re- 
spective tenets, on the lives and morals of their 
lisciples. 

When the young Calvinistic pupil begins to learn 

his catechism, and is there told, “That the decrees 
of God are his eternal purpose, according to the 
‘ounsel of his own will; whereby, for his own glory, 
he hath foreordained whatsoever comes to pass.” 
That the Deity had, from all eternity, elected a 
few individuals, to everlasting life and glory; and 
sentenced by far the greatest number of the souls 
which he determined to create, by a decree of re- 
probation, to eternal wretchedness, and never-end- 
ing misery, for his own glory, without any reference 
or respect, to what the disposition or conduct of the 
beings to be created might be: which predestinated 
fates, it is impossible for any of them to alter, re- 
verse, or avoid, whether it be to eternal happiness 
or endless misery, by any thing that they can will 
or perform. 

It is impossible that the unprejudiced mind can 
view this character in any other hight, than that of 
in arbitrary, cruel, merciless tyrant, forcing unof- 
tending millions into existence, on purpose to make 
them eternally miserable—for his own glory. 

But to silence all inquiry and cavilling, they are 
told that this is a holy mystery ; that it is dangerous 
to reply against God, or dispute the decrees of his 
sovereign will, who has the same right and power 
to create one soul, on purpose to make it everlast- 
ingly happy, and another to be eternally miserable, 
as a potter has to make one vessel to honour and an- 
other to dishonour, out of the same insensible 
lump of clay. 

Their weak judgments being rather stunned and 
onfounded, than convinced and enlightened by 
such dogmatical stuff, (for it cannot be called rea- 
soning) they continue to contemplate the Deity, as 
atremendously powerful, partial tyrant, the com- 
mon enemy of mankind, who had most probably 
brought them into existence, to make them eter- 
nally miserable, and sometimes pray to him, as the 
Indians pray to the devil, not out of love—for that 
is imposible ; but out of fear, least they are of the 
number appointed to be eternally damned, for the 
honour and glory of this inexorable being: and 
although they are unwilling to be sacrificed to the 
honour and glory of the Deity themselves, they 
have no material objection to his dealing, as he 
pleases, with the rest of the human race, provided 
they escape themselves; for as itis impossible for 
them to love God, so long as they conceive him to 
be a partial tyrant, it cannot be expected that they 
should love his creatures. 

In this condition they generally remain some 
time, until many that I have known, begin to reason 
tous: If] am elected to eternal life, by an absolute 





decree of the Deity, my salvation is certain, let me 
do or act as I please; but if I have been reprobated 
by an eternal decree, before I existed, all I can do 
by prayer, fasting, tears and penitence, will never 
influence the Deity to reverse his decrees; and as 
he doomed me to everlasting misery long before I 
had offended him, I certainly cannot be under any 
obligation to bun on the score of gratitude, for 
forcing me into existence, on purpose to make me 
eternally miserable; and as I am to be precluded 
from even the shadow of nappiness hereafter, I am 
resolved to gratify every sensual appetite and pas- 
sion, and enjoy all the happiness I can in this lite. 

It God has foreordained whatsoever comes to 
pass, I cannot act contrary to his decrees, let me 
do as I will; but why his decrees should be con- 
trary to his laws, I cannot tell: or why he should 
approve and disapprove the same action, my teach- 
ers have not explained; they only affirm it to be 
for God’s glory, that it should be so; but surely 
there must be some mistake in this doctrine. We 
are told, at one time, that the Deity is, of all beings, 
the most wise, just and benevolent; that mercy is 
his darling attribute; and that he is no partial re- 
specter of persons; at another, that he is partial, 
cruel, revengeful, and unjust—both these cannot 
be true. 

How can God be glorified in the eternal damna- 
tion of a being which he created for that very pur- 
pose? Can God be a merciful being, and yet take 
delight in creating souls which he foreknew would 
be eternally miserable? If the real character of the 
Deity is discoverable, it certainly is not to be found 
in this incoherent chaos of contradictions. 

Thus reason and common sense conspire to com- 
bat the horrid idea which he had conceived of the 
adorable Jehovah, until he meets with a Deist, who 
had been persuaded, while young, that Calvinism 
was the doctrine taught by the apostles ; but finding 
it an incoherent collection of self-evident contra- 
dictions, had too hastily rejected the Scriptures, 
without comparing them with the doctrines, said to 
be taught in the sacred pages. The Deist explains 
to him the nature and adorable perfections of God, 
as far as they have been discovered by man; aided 
by both reason and revelation, which he finds to be 
so vastly discordant, with what he has been taught 
to believe, concerning the designs of the Deity, in 
creating the human species, and his disposition to- 
wards them, that he rejects the Scriptures also, as 
teaching doctrines unworthy of God, and dishonor- 
able to his holy name; and so, by relinquishing one 
egregious error, he embraces another, and turns 
Deist. 

Others, again, who have been taught this doc- 
trine, see no necessity for either praving or preach- 
ing, as they are persuaded, that if all the angels in 
heaven, and al] the saints on earth, were to inter- 
cede with the Deity, to take one single soul into 
heaven, which he had not elected to everlasting life, 
from all eternity, he would not do it. Those who 
were made for the devil, must go to the devil, and 
be tormented by him to the endless ages of eternity, 
for the honour and glory of God 








































a= ga 
a 





















S74 


THE GOSPEL HERALD. 











Thus are numbers taught from infancy, to hate 
the God that made them, on purpose to make them 
happy; and to live under the most dreadful appre- 
hensions of his power and wrath on the one hand, 
and that of the devil on the other. In this dilemma, 
they sometimes fly to the priests, and inquire what 
they shall do to be saved; the good man examines 
them, with respect to the state of their feelings and 
dispositions, and generally finds them extremely 
afraid of being eternally damned, for the glory of 
God ; this is called spiritual concern, and is esteem- 
ed a favourable symptom. They are directed to 
pray; but they cannot address the Deity, as the 
benevolent parent of mankind, the God of infinite 
The prejudices of an early edu- 
They have been 
used to look upon God as their natural enemy, and 


love and mercy. 
ration are not easily eradicated. 


cannot confide in him, as a friend, until they can be 
persuaded, by some means, that they are of the 
elect number, and then they begin to love God, in 
some degree, which they found by experience to be 
impossible, while they conceived him to be their 
enemy ; but now, since they conceive themselves to 
be of the number of the chosen few, they cheerfully 
icquiesce in the dispensations of Providence, and 
extol the disinterested generosity of the Deity, in 
creating more souls for the devil, than for himself; 
thus they make friends of two dreadful powerful 
beings, whose enmity they dreaded. They imagine 
that they flatter the Deity, by affirming, that he 
had an undoubted right to create millions, on pur- 
pose to damn them eternally, for his own glory. 
They also gratify the devil, by endeavouring to 
prove his absolute indefeasible right to, and pro- 
perty in, all the souls he may once get into his pos- 
session, on pretence, that they were consigned to 
him by the Deity, by a sovereign decree, before 
they were created. 

The Universalist is taught to believe, that God is 
the most pure, holy, wise, benevolent, merciful, 
just and powerful being in existence; that he cre- 
ated every subordinate intelligent being, for his own 
glory ; but that his glory is displayed to the greatest 
possible advantage, in the final salvation and ever- 
lasting happiness of every being, which he has or 
may create. That God never did, nor ever will, 
create any being which he did not wish to establish 
in a state of permanent happiness; that he had wis- 
dom enough to form a plan, in which his designs 
cannot be frustrated, and power sufficient to enable 
him to accomplish al! his purposes, which are equi- 
table, just, and merciful. They love God, being 
firmly persuaded that God first loved them, and 
brought them into existence, on purpose to make 
them eternally happy; but foreseeing that mankind 
would make an improper use of their free agency, 
and become sinners, he sent his only begotten Son, 
‘o be the propitiation for the sins of the whole world, 
and to taste death for every man. 

The law was broken by man, and the man Chiist, 
i$ Our great high priest, has made an ample atone- 
went for the breach of the law. Whatever demands 
tustice might have had against human nature, for a 
yr 


ach of the divine law, they were paid to the last 





farthing, by Christ, as our representative, in oy; 
stead, and if justice has been once satisfied —fron, 
whence does this new claim arise? Does justice re. 
quire that Christ should be crucified a second time ’ 
For he is our surety, and the demand must bg 
against him. He is our prophet, priest and king. 
and we are his subjects; he has redeemed us with 
his precious blood, and we are confident he never 
will relinquish one soul to the devil, which he 
has made. 

It is our duty, as well as our interest, to serve 
God, and obey the commands and precepts of 
Christ, to whom we are answerable at present; for 
the Father hath delivered every thing appertainin: 
to our salvation, into the hands of the Son, and we 
are confident that he will be faithful to his trust, and 
lose nothing that has been committed to his charge, 
but raise it up atthe last day. For this is the will 
of the Father, who hath sent him, to seek and t 
save that which was lost, for this purpose the Son 
of God was manifested, that he might destroy th 
works of the devil, and not his works only, but th: 
devil himself. And to deliver them who through 
fear of death, were all their lifetime subject w 
bondage. Wherefore he is able also to save them 
to the uttermost, that come unto God by him, see- 
ing he ever liveth to make intercession for them. 

When the children of men transgress, they be- 
lieve the Lord will chasten and correct them, when 
he finds it necessary to reform or reclaim them, but 
never out of revenge, or any delight he takes in the 
misery of his creatures. “For the Lord will pot 
cast off for ever; but though he cause grief, yet 
will he have compassion, according to the mult- 
tude of his mercies. For he doth not afflict wil- 
lingly, nor grieve the children of men. For I will 
not contend for ever, neither will I be always wroth; 
for the spirit should fail before me, and the souls 
which I have made. For Iam merciful, saith tl: 
Lord, and I will not keep anger for ever. O, Israel, 
thou hast destroyed thyself; but in me is thine help. 
I will ransom them from the power of the grave; 
I will redeem them from death: O death, I will be 
thy plagues; O, crave, I will be thy destruction.” 

“ Who is a God like unto thee, that pardoneth 
iniquity, and passeth by the transgression of the 
remnant ot his heritage ? He retaineth not his anger 
for ever, because he delighteth in mercy. He will 
turn again, he will have compassion upon us; he 
will subdue our imiquities, and thou wilt cast all 
their sins into the depths of the sea.” 

* And it shall come to pass in that day, that the 
Lord shall punisly the host of the high ones, that 
are on high, and the kings of the earth upon the 
earth. And they shall be gathered together, 4s 
prisoners are gathered into the pit, and shall be 
shut up in the prison, and after many days shall 
they be visited.” 

Isa. xlix. “I will also give thee as a light to the 
Gentiles, that thou mayest be my salvation unto the 
ends of the earth. That thou mayest say to the pr- 
soners, Go forth; to them that are in darkness, 
Show yourselves. Shall the prey be taken from 
the mighty, or the lawful captive detivered? But 
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thus saith the Lord, even the captives of the mighty 
shall be taken away, and the prey of the terrible 
shall be delivered.” 

“ As for thee also, by the blood of thy covenant, 
I have sent forth thy prisoners out of the pit where- 
in is no water. Every man’s work shall be made 
manifest; for the day shall declare it, because it 
shall be revealed by fire, and the fire shall try every 
man’s work, of what sort itis. [fany man’s work abide, 
which he hath built thereon, he shall receive a re- 
ward. If any man’s work shall be burned, he shall 
suffer loss; but he himself shall be saved; yet so, as 
by fire.” Coloss. i. 27,28. “To whom God would 
make known what is the riches of the glory of this 
mystery among the Gentiles; which is Christ, in 
vou the hope of glory. Whom we preach warning 
every man, and teaching every man in all wisdom, 
that we may present every man perfect in Christ 
Jesus.” These are a few of the many passages in 
Scripture, which declare the benevolent disposition 
of the Deity towards every soul which he has cre- 
ated. But it requires no scripture to prove, that if 
any of the human species are to be miserable to the 
endless ages of eternity, they must belong to one of 
the following descriptions, viz. Such as God could 
have saved, but would not: or such as he would 
= saved, but could not. As the first denies his 
infinite goodness, it must be false; and as the se- 
cond denies his infinite power, it cannot be true. 
Nor is there any possible method, of 1.endering the 
doctrine of never-ending misery compatible with the 
attributes of the Deity. For to say that he has 
brought any beings into existence, knowing that 
they would inevitably be eternally miserable, is 
charging him with inflicting the greatest curse pos- 
sible, prior to the possibility of any offence given, 
or transgression committed, by the beings on whom 
this dreadful punishment is to be inflicted. But 
this horrid doctrine, so dishonourable to the moral 
character of the Deity, is the last hold, or death- 
gripe, which the devil has on the Christian world ; 
and it cannot be expected, that he will quit it with- 
out a severe struggle. He has many artful able 
champions on his side, who endeavour to prove 
logically and metaphysically, that the Deity has 
created millions of souls, which he did not elect to 
eternal life and glory, but left them an helpless prey 
to the devil; while others, more hardy, affirm, that 
he consigned them to the devil, by an absolute de- 
cree of reprobation. And as this doctrine hasa 
natural tendency to cause people to dread and hate 
God, as a cruel and partial being, it is impossible 
that they should love him; without which disposi- 
tion they are more apt to fly from him as an enemy, 
than to supplicate him as the benevolent merciful 
Parent of the whole human race. 

I remain with the most sincere esteem, 
Your Friend, &ce. 
(To be continued.) 
= - 
FOR THE GOSPEL HERALD. 
“ Jesus Wept.” John xi. 35. 

The above words beautifully express the sympa- 

thetic feelings of a commiserating Saviour. Not a 





Demosthenes nor a Cicero, in a lengthy oration, 
could have more fully described the merciful sensi- 
bility of the great Inheritor of the world, than did 
the Evangelist in those two words above mentioned 
Be astonished, O my soul, at the plenitude of a Sa- 
viour’s love! This moment, aided by imagination, 
methinks I desery, meanly attired and without form 
or comeliness, the monarch of the world. A dejected 
female approaches, with trembling steps. Tears 
eloquently plead the bitterness of her grief. "Tis 
Mary, the sister of the departed Lazarus. Martha 
also bewails the death of her brother. They are 
accompanied with their friends, who are like- 
wise weeping. Mary casts herself at the feet of 
Jesus. He surveys the unhappy mourners. Does 
he blast them with thunder from his right hand; 
or rend their souls with plagues? O, no. He is 
touched with the feeling of their infirmities. He 
groans within himself. He weeps! And now, be- 
hold a prodigy, a manifestation of his power. He 
advances near the grave of Lazarus. With the 
irresistible behest of a delegate from Heaven, he 
bids him “ Come forth !” 

In vain dread Death, or the grim King of hell, 

Essays to bind the victim im his cell ; 

His iron nerves are palsied at the sound 

Of Jesus’ voice, that shakes the crumbling ground 

The massive barriers of the grave give way, 

And death's pale King affrighted yields his pres 

For, at the high behest of God’s own Son, 

Lazarus, obsequious, rises from the tomb, 

In habiliments of death attired, he stands 

Emancipated from death's icy hands ; 

Quicken'd by Christ’s resuscitating voice 

He lives, to wonder, worship, and rejoice. 

Lives there the individual, dear reader, possessed 
of a single ray of Gospel light, and possessing full 
belief in the validity of the miracle alluded to, that 
can doubt the goodness of this Creator, Monarch, 
and Saviour of man? Awake my soul, that slum- 
bers in corruption, and for a moment contemplate 
the tender mercies of Jesus the friend of sinners. 
*T' was Heaven’s best Son that wept! At the tomb 
of Lazarus he sprinkled the earth with his tears. 
On Calvary’s top he bathed the cross with his blood! 
Fellow captives in corruption, this same weeping, 
bleeding, guileless sufferer, is now wrapt in light 
inaccessible to mortal ken, His crown is glory, bis 
sceptre peace, his throne mercy, and his kingdom 
love. Jook unto him, then, and be ye saved, all 
the ends of the earth: for he is the King of glory, 
the Captain of our salvation, the head of every man, 
the beloved, eternal, immutable friend of sinners. 

S. R. SIBLEY. 
—_— 
FOR THE GOSPEL HERALD. 
ANECDOTES. 

Recently, in a certain town in Connecticut, a 
Calvinist offered to bet his oxen, that all men 
would not be saved. A Universalist standing by, 
said, “ That’s right, my friend, make the bet, and 
let me hold stakes till the matter is decided.” 

In the same town, three young Methodists, who 
had lately “ got religion,” visited the shop of a Uni- 
versalist, and by their rueful countenances seemed 
to be unusually piaus. The Universalist ohservine 
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the gloom of Methodism depicted on their faces, 
took up his Testament, and thus accosted them— 
“ Gentlemen, this is a Universalist Testament; with 
your consent I will read you a few sentences. He 
then read several passages which he thought fa- 
voured the doctrine of Universalism. The young 
triumvirate began to exhibit manifest signs of un- 
easiness. The Universalist continued to read; they 
grew more alarmed, and eved the reader with most 
frightful physiognomy. He read on; they could 
endure it no longer, but fled, verifying the proverb, 
“The wicked flee when no man pursuveth.” To 
complete the farce, these three spiritual-born con- 
verts, near the same neighbourhood, reported, that 
a certain Universalist had been reading to them his 
Universalist testament, and that it contained the 
inost abominable falsehoods they ever heard! 
Common sense, art thou lost in the fog of Calvin- 
ism and Methodism ? G. W. F. 
—_— 
AN ITINERANT MISSIONARY, 
Relates in the Hartford Christian Secretary, an 
account of the preaching of a young man, a student, 
(where he did not tell,) when “ Infidels, Universalists, 
and Moralists together, bathed their heads in tears.” 
The young man, in preaching, said, “ O, if there 
is an impenitent soul in this room, I would not place 
my soul in your soui’s stead a single moment for 
thousands of worlds. For that moment the brittle 
thread of my existence might be burnt asunder by 
the fire of God’s wrath.” Now we give our opinion, 
that if any tears were shed by adult persons, arrived 
to years of discretion, on hearing such trumpery as 
the above, they must have been tears of pity at the 
impudence, arrogance, ignorance, and pride, of the 
young fool who uttered it. 
“ He that trusteth in his own heart is a fool.” 
SCRIPTURE. 
— 
TECHNICAL 


TERMS. 

Among the terms most in vogue with religion- 
They talk of being 
Now we should not 


ists, are “ nature and grace.” 
changed from nature to grace. 
be surprised, if the attempt was made, to see 999 


out of a 1000 fail of giving a correct definition of 


the terms they use so frequently. The popular re- 
ligious publications of the day, are continually harp- 
ing about nafure andgrace. Pray, gentlemen, what 
do you mean by the words? Are we to understand 
you to mean, that you, when changed from nature 
to grace, are altogether divested of those feelings, 
passions, and sensibilities which are natural to the 
children of men? What is this grace you talk so 
much about, and which, it seems, when you escape 
from your nature, you come into possession of ? 
Please to answer these queries, and to remember, 
that Paul did not approve of those who were “ with- 
out natural affections.” 
—~<>—- 
ADVERTISEMENT. 

The Rev. Dr. Spring, on Sunday morning last, 
publicly excommmnicated a member of his church 
tor professing Universalism; when he made procla- 
mation as fellows: “ We trust there are no members 





in this church who believe this error, but if there 
are, we request them to keep it to themselves, ana 
they can be held in communion. But if they ayo 
it, we shajl be under the painful necessity of excom 
municating them!” 

If you please—Only keep dark! Believe just wha: 
you please, and bvpocritically pretend to believe as 
I do, and pay me for preaching; and I will conside; 
you good Christians. This is accommodation wi} 
a witness. Dr. S. is growing kind and crafty. Tak 
care of the salary triend. 

 —_ | 

God's Blessing.—“'The blessing of the Lord, }: 
maketh rich, and he addeth no sorrow with jr, 
Prov. x. Hath not God blessed all the family, 
of the earth, in Christ? They shall be made rich 

—_—<p— 

TO THE EDITOR OF THE GOSPEL HERALD. 
Sir—The two Hymus published in No. 41 of the (i 
Herald, are very pleasing to a number of your reader 
This has induced me to select the following, from 4 
“Universalist Hymn Book,” published in Boston. Ii 
think them worthy a place in the Herald, please give thy 


an msertion. lr! 


HYMN 
Bold is the man, who dares to curse 
One soul, here on this earthly ball, 
Since Jesus died and rose for us, 
In whom God justifi'd us all 


He that condemns one soul on earth, 
He doth condemn the Lord's elect; 

He doth condemn himself to death, 
And doth the Son of God reject. 


Since Jesus Christ contains the whole, 
In whom all nations are as one, 

He that condemns a single soul, 
Condemns Jehovah's rightful Son 


The man that doth one soul despise, 
tejecteth God and Christ his Lamb; 
The Lord afresh he crucifics, 
And puts him to an open shame 


Christ is our Head, we join to him 
In such a perfect unity, 

That if we harm the smallest limb 
We do the whole an injury 


With Christ we all were crucifi'd, 
With Jesus Christ we rose again; 
And in him we are justifi’d, 
And with. him we shall live and reign 
—_— 

3” An anonymous letter was received last week, 
that we were “ misinformed relative to the case of Georg’ 
Brown,” which was published in our 44th Number. Now 
we have to inform the writer of this letter, that “ all com- 
munications for this Paper must be post paid.” Also, tha’ 
the facts published were learned by the Editor himself, a’ 
Morris county, N. J. and from sources which Jeave no doubt 
of their correctness. If our statement is incorrect, however 
we shall have no ebjectior to its being corrected in a pr 
But anonymous letters will not be received 25 


siatine 


per manner 
testimeny 
—~<>- 
NOTICE. , 

The ‘ Society for the Investigation and Establishment ¢! 
Gospel Truth,” will meet at Mr. Tolerton’s Academy, © 
Chrystie-street, every Friday Evening, at seven ociocs 
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